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thank the police officers in our com-
munities and keep the memory of those 
who’ve lost their lives in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

f 

YOUNG PEOPLE IN MEMPHIS 
CHOOSING OCCUPATIONS THAT 
HELP OTHERS 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, there was a 
recent survey of about 9,000 out-
standing high school and college stu-
dents and graduates asking them where 
they would like to work. They had 200 
companies that were all in the Fortune 
magazine list of top companies. I’m 
proud of that group of students from 
ages 15 to 27. Their number one choice 
was St. Jude Children’s Hospital in 
Memphis, Tennessee. It speaks well of 
that group of young people that they 
want to work to help others and to find 
a cure for cancer—and to work at St. 
Jude, which is such a wonderful insti-
tution in my home city of Memphis. 

Eight of the 25 sites that were se-
lected by these young people were in 
the health care field. I think it’s admi-
rable and commendable that so many 
young people want to help others and 
do it through efforts in the health care 
industry, not necessarily in ways to en-
rich themselves. 

I’m proud that they chose St. Jude, 
and it wasn’t just because of the 
Grizzlies. 

f 

IRS TALKERS 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, it is humbling for me every 
single day to walk onto this House 
floor knowing that I represent the 
former district held by Abraham Lin-
coln in central Illinois. In 1863, during 
his Gettysburg Address, President Lin-
coln spoke of our democracy by saying 
that it is ‘‘a government of the people, 
by the people, for the people.’’ Yet 
what we have seen over the last 48 
hours is nothing close to a government 
for the people. 

Does a government of the people tar-
get specific groups of individuals, espe-
cially groups that oppose the Presi-
dent’s viewpoints? Does a government 
by the people obtain the phone records 
of reporters in what appears to be a 
violation of First Amendment rights? 
And does a government for the people 
refuse to accept responsibility and in-
stead place blame wherever they can? 
The answer, of course, is no. 

Public trust in government is at an 
all-time low, and partisan actions by 
this administration will continue the 
deterioration of that trust. We have 
been called to Washington by our con-
stituents to work together in a bipar-
tisan fashion for the best interests of 
our country. So I ask that we put poli-

tics aside, Mr. Speaker, lead by exam-
ple, and work together to keep the 
trust of the American public. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT FIXES 
(Mr. BARBER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about commonsense ac-
tions we must take to fix the health 
care law. I wasn’t in Congress in March 
of 2010 and I didn’t vote for the Afford-
able Care Act, but I’m here today to 
ensure that it meets the needs of small 
businesses and middle class families. 

That’s why I’ve spent a lot of time 
listening to small business owners and 
staff, to seniors, and to hospital em-
ployees and physicians in Arizona 
about their concerns. That is why I 
have cosponsored legislation to repeal 
the medical device tax, the annual tax 
on health insurance, and the Inde-
pendent Payment Advisory Board. 
These actions will protect families and 
small businesses from premium hikes, 
and protect access to health care for 
seniors and all Americans. This is why 
I’m working with the citizens of Green 
Valley in my district to keep health 
care affordable by protecting the tax 
deduction for medical expenses. 

These are but a few examples of how 
we can come together to fix this law. I 
will continue to work with my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
find additional ways to do so. 

f 

MILITARY SEXUAL ASSAULT 
(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, sexual as-
sault in the military has reached a cri-
sis point. A recent report from the De-
partment of Defense found that the 
number of servicemembers who have 
experienced unwanted sexual contact 
has increased by more than 30 percent 
over the past 2 years, from 19,000 to 
26,000 people. 

These numbers are staggering, but 
they’re more than just statistics. Be-
hind every number is the story of a 
member of our armed services who 
stepped forward to serve our country. 
They’re people like my constituent, 
Judy Atwood-Bell, a Hudson, New 
Hampshire, resident who enlisted in 
the Army at age 17 to further her edu-
cation and live the American Dream. 
At 19, Judy was raped by a fellow sol-
dier and suffered sexual harassment in 
silence throughout her career. After 20 
years of service, she sought help and 
was eventually diagnosed with PTSD 
related to military sexual trauma. 

Our military leadership, the chain of 
command, and the Veterans Adminis-
tration failed to protect Judy and 
thousands of victims like her who suf-
fered from sexual assault. We owe it to 
Judy and every other survivor to come 
together in a bipartisan manner to con-
front this epidemic head on. 

REPUBLICAN FRESHMAN CLASS 
ON THE NEED TO REPEAL 
OBAMACARE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JOYCE). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 3, 2013, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. MESSER) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise for 

another in a series of Republican fresh-
man class Special Orders, this time to 
focus on the need to repeal ObamaCare 
in a vote in this Chamber later this 
week. 

The President and many of our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
proudly refer to this health care law as 
‘‘ObamaCare,’’ but we should neither 
be proud of the process that led us to 
this point nor the resulting policy 
mess. 

The 2,800-page bill was crafted behind 
closed doors and rushed through Con-
gress in 2010 with limited debate and 
without amendments. The predictable 
result is a flawed product that expands 
the Federal Government’s role in 
health care, raises taxes on employers, 
and mandates benefits that will in-
crease health care costs for most. Re-
markably, there already have been 
more than 20,000 pages of regulations 
issued regarding this bill’s implemen-
tation. 

b 1930 

I would like to start by recognizing 
my distinguished colleague, the gentle-
lady from Missouri, for her remarks on 
this important issue. 

Mrs. WAGNER. I thank the gen-
tleman from Indiana for yielding and 
for organizing these Special Orders this 
evening. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 45, a bill that will repeal the 
President’s devastating health care re-
form law, commonly referred to as 
ObamaCare. When promoting the 
health care reform legislation to the 
American public, the President and 
members of his party told people that 
if you liked your health insurance then 
you could keep it, that the penalty 
Americans have to pay under the indi-
vidual mandate was not a tax, and that 
those with preexisting conditions 
would have access to health care. Well, 
as many of us suspected then, these 
claims were nothing more than blatant 
lies. 

In fact, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice recently said that 7 million people 
will lose their job-based health insur-
ance due to ObamaCare. The Supreme 
Court has affirmed what we already 
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knew: that ObamaCare penalties are, 
indeed, taxes, and on February 15 the 
Obama administration announced they 
would not cover over 40,000 patients 
suffering from preexisting conditions. 

Mr. Speaker, friends, this should not 
happen in America. We need to repeal 
this law, and we need to do it now. 
Today, though not fully implemented, 
ObamaCare has already had many de-
structive effects on the American peo-
ple—real people with bills to pay, 
mouths to feed, and jobs to do. 

Since ObamaCare was signed into 
law, many of the new taxes in the 
President’s $1 trillion tax hike have 
gone into effect, most of which target 
the middle class, increase the cost of 
health care, and stifle job creation. 

The law continues to take its toll on 
small business. I hear from mom and 
pop operations throughout the St. 
Louis region that are not hiring needed 
workers or reducing full-time employ-
ees to part-time workers, for the sole 
purpose of being able to keep their 
doors open as a consequence of the new 
ObamaCare regulations. 

The impact on jobs already is unmis-
takable. ObamaCare promised 4 million 
jobs, including 400,000 almost imme-
diately. Yet we know the truth: that 
ObamaCare is destroying jobs and cost-
ing the American Dream for millions of 
Americans. 

Just today, a Missouri hospital an-
nounced that it was eliminating 129 
good-paying jobs. The reason? 
ObamaCare. 

These are facts, these are real jobs, 
and this law is hurting real people. 

It continues. 
Premium costs continue to rise on 

hardworking families across the coun-
try. Premiums for the average family 
have already grown by $3,000 since 2008, 
despite promises by the Obama admin-
istration that ObamaCare would de-
crease premiums $2,500. 

Premium costs are expected to dou-
ble, triple, and even quadruple for mil-
lions of Americans when many of the 
provisions of the law go into effect 
next year. The greatest effect will be 
on young people in this country, who 
are already struggling to find jobs, pay 
off student loans, and grow healthy, 
prosperous families. These young peo-
ple will be stuck between paying for in-
surance they cannot afford and being 
subject to a burdensome tax. 

Mr. Speaker, I will close by address-
ing the shameful raiding of Medicare 
by this irresponsible law called 
ObamaCare. Despite promises to the 
contrary, ObamaCare has gutted Medi-
care to the tune of $716 billion—nearly 
three-quarters of a trillion dollars— 
stolen from our Greatest Generation to 
pay for this devastating law. 

Every day, more and more doctors 
are refusing to see Medicare patients 
because they simply cannot afford to 
do so. Is this how we pay back our sen-
iors—with reduced benefits, reduced ac-
cess to health care, and reduced respect 
for their quality of life? We owe them 
more. We owe the American people 
more. 

Mr. Speaker, the facts are clear: this 
law is wrong for America and needs to 
be repealed immediately before any 
more of its harmful provisions are im-
plemented. 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlelady for her remarks. 

Many of the promises that were made 
to justify ObamaCare’s enactment have 
been broken. The results of these bro-
ken promises are hurting hardworking 
American families, workers, and busi-
nesses today, and will hurt them even 
more in the future, which is why House 
Republicans will be voting to repeal 
this government takeover of health 
care later this week. Through the 
course of the Special Order, we will 
look at some of those broken promises. 

I would next like to recognize my 
good friend, my colleague from North 
Carolina (Mr. PITTENGER). 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to join a chorus of individuals 
who are calling for the repeal of the Af-
fordable Care Act. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s not even affordable. 
The CBO says it will cost $1.8 trillion 
just to employ. Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
in North Carolina says the premiums 
are going to go up 284 percent. We can’t 
afford this. Seven million people won’t 
be able to keep their own policies. 
There’s no risk pool now, no funding 
for it, no provision. Even Democrat 
Senator MAX BAUCUS, Finance Com-
mittee chairman, says this is a train 
wreck getting ready to happen. 

Mr. Speaker, last January, I spon-
sored a seminar in my district that 
brought together 400 business leaders. 
The purpose of this seminar was to ex-
plain ObamaCare. We had the Cato In-
stitute and the AARP there. Mr. 
Speaker, what they heard was a re-
sounding, What in the world have we 
done? They were so concerned about 
what ObamaCare was going to do to 
their own businesses, they were afraid 
to hire people, and they thought they 
would let people go. 

Do you know what they saw, Mr. 
Speaker? This chart right here. This 
chart—what a quagmire to process 
through to try to get real health care. 
It can’t be done. We can do better. 

That’s why with Congressman HUD-
SON I’ve introduced a bill called Auto 
Enroll. This is a little provision put in 
the health care law, one of those provi-
sions that I believe Speaker PELOSI 
said we are going to read it after we 
vote on it, we are going to learn about 
it then. 

Well, we’ve learned about it. What 
did we learn? That the companies have 
to automatically put people on their 
health care plan. And this bill says, no, 
you can opt out, you don’t have to 
comply. 

Students who are already on their 
parents’ health care, they shouldn’t 
have to do this. You have temporary 
people who are working during sea-
sonal work time in major retail or in 
restaurants. They shouldn’t have to be 
on this, yet they’re required to. This 
bill will allow some flexibility for em-
ployers. 

The American people were told, We 
are going to provide you a champion 
thoroughbred horse who is going to go 
win the Kentucky Derby. Do you know 
what they got, Mr. Speaker? They got 
a maimed, blind, deaf, crippled horse 
that can’t even make its way around 
the track. That’s what we have with 
ObamaCare. 

We are going to do better. We are 
going to provide for the American peo-
ple at the right time, and we can do 
this in competitive markets. They can 
cross State lines, hundreds of compa-
nies competing, drawing down the cost 
of health care. This needs to be done 
now. 

We can get rid of the frivolous law-
suits that are driving the cost of health 
care up. The American workers, re-
sponsible people, hardworking taxpayer 
Americans, they deserve better, and we 
are going to do it. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 
Mr. MESSER. I thank the gentleman 

for his remarks. 
I would next like to recognize my 

good friend, the distinguished gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. STEWART). 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my good friend, Mr. MESSER. 

I’ve been blessed to do a lot of fun 
things in my life, to do a lot of inter-
esting jobs. I was an Air Force pilot for 
14 years. That was maybe the funnest 
thing I’ve ever done. I was a writer. 
I’ve written 15 books. That was very 
satisfying. But the hardest job, with-
out question the hardest job I’ve ever 
done was to be a small business owner. 

As a small business owner, you fight 
every day to make ends meet. You care 
about your employees. Your employees 
become your family. 

One of the funnest things to do is to 
hire new people, but one of the hardest 
things to do, and one of the most, 
frankly, discouraging things you have 
to do is when you have to lay people 
off. But that is exactly what has hap-
pened in the business that I owned, 
that is exactly what is happening now, 
and that is what is going to continue to 
happen. 

Jobs are being killed by the imple-
mentation of ObamaCare. And that’s 
not a statistic. That isn’t some govern-
ment projection. It isn’t some esti-
mation from CBO. That is a fact. It is 
a reality. ObamaCare is killing eco-
nomic activity. ObamaCare is killing 
jobs. And it’s only going to get worse. 

b 1940 

There is a reason that the Demo-
crats—and I’m not talking about the 
Republicans; I’m talking about Demo-
cratic leaders—are calling ObamaCare 
a train wreck. There is a reason why 
NANCY PELOSI said, We have to pass 
this bill before we can find out what’s 
in it. 

This is like taking the lid off a gar-
bage can that has been sitting out in 
the sun too long. The longer it’s out 
there and the more we know about this 
legislation, the worse it is. 400 per-
cent—that’s how much some people’s 
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premiums are going to go up because of 
the implementation of ObamaCare. The 
President promised and, in fact, the en-
tire purpose of the Affordable Care Act 
was to drive premiums down. Instead, 
we see exactly the opposite—30 per-
cent, 80 percent, 400 percent increases 
in health care premiums. 

All of us Americans have become fa-
miliar with new words over the last 
year or two. We’ve learned about se-
quester, and we’ve heard a lot about 
the fiscal cliff. The new government 
phrase of the year is going to be ‘‘rate 
shock.’’ You’re going to hear about 
that all the time beginning this fall be-
cause people will be shocked and busi-
nesses will be shocked and jobs will be 
lost and people will be hurt because of 
the implementation of ObamaCare. 

Please, let’s take the opportunity to 
repeal it now. We can do better. We can 
write something and design something 
that is better. Let’s take the oppor-
tunity to do that. 

Mr. MESSER. I thank the gentleman 
for his remarks. 

I would quote for you broken promise 
No. 1 of ObamaCare: ‘‘If you like your 
current health care plan, you will be 
able to keep it.’’ 

Not true. The Congressional Budget 
Office estimates that nearly 7 million 
people will lose their employer-spon-
sored health care coverage under 
ObamaCare. 

I would next like to yield to my good 
friend, the gentleman from New York, 
Representative COLLINS. 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. I want to 
thank the gentleman for holding this 
special session tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, the American public is 
often concerned there is not enough 
agreement in the Halls of Congress. 
Well, I am pleased to report there is 
growing agreement among both parties 
and in both Houses of this Congress 
that ObamaCare is truly a train wreck, 
as recently described by Democrat Sen-
ator MAX BAUCUS. As this massive 
piece of legislation is being imple-
mented, the negative impact it is and 
will have on our economy is becoming 
clear: 

ObamaCare guts the funding for 
Medicare Advantage to help cover its 
growing price tag. So, for all those sen-
iors out there, like my 86-year-old 
mom, who are happy with the coverage 
they receive through Medicare Advan-
tage, I have news for you: you can’t 
keep your existing plan, as promised, 
because ObamaCare effectively ends it. 

What the administration could not 
raid from other sources to pay for 
ObamaCare it makes up in new taxes. 
Just last week, as chairman of the 
Small Business Subcommittee on 
Health and Technology, I heard from 
small business owners and advocates 
about the impact the health insurance 
tax will have on the bottom line of 
America’s small businesses. The 
amount of that tax will be $8 billion in 
2014, increasing to $14.3 billion in 2018, 
and will increase based on premium 
trends thereafter. 

Supporters of ObamaCare will say 
these fees are supposed to be paid by 
the health insurance companies; but 
common sense, substantiated by inde-
pendent studies, tells you the insur-
ance companies are passing these costs 
directly on to consumers in the form of 
higher premiums. To avoid the taxes 
and fees, companies are cutting jobs, 
not hiring, and are reducing employee 
hours to stay under ObamaCare thresh-
olds, all this at a time when national 
unemployment remains embarrass-
ingly high. 

ObamaCare is built on the premise 
that the young and the healthy will 
pay to insure the old and the sick. 
Well, guess what? The young and the 
healthy are too smart to have their 
pockets picked. Knowing they can’t be 
denied coverage down the road, the 
young and the healthy are going to 
drop out of the insurance market and 
instead pay the $95 penalty and their 
out-of-pocket medical expenses. They 
know this approach will be far, far 
cheaper in the end than paying thou-
sands of dollars for an individual or a 
family plan under ObamaCare. It’s like 
not buying collision insurance on your 
new car because you know you can get 
it after you’ve been in a wreck. 

When attempting to defend 
ObamaCare, its supporters like to tout 
all those ‘‘free’’ things that ObamaCare 
offers the American people. That sales 
pitch crystallizes what is wrong with 
ObamaCare and the tax-and-spend poli-
cies this town is famous for. Nothing is 
free in this world. For every free serv-
ice ObamaCare offers, someone out 
there in America is paying for it with 
his hard-earned money; or, worse yet, 
we’ll just add a few more bucks onto 
our staggering debt to cover this so- 
called ‘‘free’’ service. 

This country can’t afford ObamaCare 
figuratively or literally. ObamaCare 
must be repealed. It needs to be re-
placed with commonsense, cost-effec-
tive ways to improve health care in 
this country. 

Mr. MESSER. I thank the gentleman 
for his remarks. 

I would next like to yield to my good 
friend, the gentlelady from my home 
State of Indiana, for her insights as to 
this important Special Order. 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Thank you 
to the gentleman from Indiana for or-
ganizing this. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of H.R. 45, the repeal of the Af-
fordable Care Act. 

ObamaCare is bad for the young and 
for the elderly. 

I recently received a letter from a 
high school senior in my district. She 
noted that her family’s out-of-pocket 
premium costs have risen $7,000 in re-
cent years while their deductible has 
increased tenfold. She said she is wor-
ried about how she is going to pay for 
health care on her own in the future. 

She is right to worry. According to a 
study published by the American Acad-
emy of Actuaries’ magazine, 80 percent 
of Americans under the age of 30 will 

face premium increases because of 
ObamaCare. 

The costs of ObamaCare are more 
than monetary. Americans will also 
have fewer health care choices because 
of it. Specifically, the Independent 
Payment Advisory Board will threaten 
the options available today to Medi-
care recipients. This board of 15 offi-
cials will get to choose which treat-
ments and which procedures Medicare 
will reimburse and which it will not. 
What a doctor prescribes or what a pa-
tient needs will come second, if at all. 
The IPAB is unelected and won’t report 
to Members of Congress or to any 
elected official. The budget for this 
board is given directly by the executive 
branch. IPAB doesn’t even have to jus-
tify its finances to the public. 

My friends on the other side of the 
aisle like to say Republicans want to 
change Medicare as we know it; but, in 
fact, it is ObamaCare that is changing 
Medicare, putting bureaucrats in 
charge of decisions that should be be-
tween senior citizens and their doctors. 

Repealing ObamaCare will right this 
wrong for the young and for our sen-
iors. I urge the adoption of this impor-
tant bill. 

Mr. MESSER. I thank the gentlelady 
for her remarks. 

I would next like to yield to my good 
friend from the State of Florida, Rep-
resentative YOHO. 

Mr. YOHO. I would like to thank my 
colleague from Indiana. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand here today in 
support of H.R. 45, the repeal of the Af-
fordable Care Act. 

It’s not just the House Republicans 
who want this or House freshmen who 
want to repeal this law; it’s the Amer-
ican people. The American people don’t 
like this. The people of my district 
overwhelmingly desire the repeal of 
this legislative debacle. 

Let’s face it: in March of 2009, with a 
Democratic Congress, this bill was 
passed through in the twilight hours. 
The Speaker said—and I think we all 
remember those infamous words—that 
we have to pass it to see what’s in it, 
that we have to pass it to see how it’s 
going to work. 

America deserves better. Americans 
deserve better, and they demand bet-
ter. 

The Affordable Care Act is the num-
ber one job-killing bill in America. 
When the President speaks of job cre-
ation and of stimulating the economy, 
the 800-pound gorilla in the room that 
nobody talks about is the Affordable 
Care Act. It’s the number one job-kill-
ing bill—bar none. Here are a couple of 
examples: 

I had a person call in today. A young 
lady, one of my constituents, said that 
even though she doesn’t have insur-
ance, it’s because she doesn’t have a 
job; and the reason she doesn’t have a 
job is due to this bill. It’s getting in 
the way of job creation. 

b 1950 
Another business owner I know, he’s 

got 350 employees. I asked him how the 
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effects of this bill were going to affect 
his business. He said, Let me tell you 
about this bill. I could expand my busi-
ness right now and I could add 100 new 
employees, but I’m not doing anything 
because of the estimated cost of this 
bill. 

Think about that. That’s one man’s 
business in one town in America. How 
many businesses in America, through-
out this country, are not expanding be-
cause of this bill and the uncertainty? 
It’s got to stop. 

There’s a county in our district, Clay 
County. I was talking to one of the mu-
nicipal people there that was in charge 
of the health care. He said that the es-
timated costs coming up because of the 
Affordable Care Act were going to cost 
$15 million. Then they figured out if 
they didn’t comply with the Affordable 
Care Act what that cost would be. It 
would be $5 million. What choice do 
you think they’re going to make? 
They’re either going to lay off people 
or they’re not going to cover people. 
They’ll pay the fine. 

In my own town in Alachua County, 
there’s a contractor, and he’s got 51 
employees. He’s bidding on a job 
against another contractor that has 49 
employees. The estimated cost to him 
is $2,000 per employee. So this con-
tractor with the 51 employees is start-
ing at the same line with this guy who 
has 49 employees, and he’s going to owe 
$102,000 more in his opening bid. I 
asked him what he was going to do. He 
said, The most commonsense thing to 
do is lay off some people so I don’t have 
to pay for that. Again, I hear this story 
over and over and over again. 

Mr. Speaker, it seems the President 
himself doesn’t really like his plan 
that much either. In spite of all the 
glowing speeches he gives, the Presi-
dent himself has signed into law re-
peals of certain ObamaCare provisions 
on seven different occasions. When the 
President claimed that his plan would 
lower the cost of health care for Ameri-
cans, he left out the fact that about 7 
million Americans would just lose 
their health care altogether. 

Estimated insurance costs for the 
younger generation: they can expect 
their insurance premiums to increase 
from what they are today 150 percent 
to 175 percent. When the President 
claimed that under his plan no family 
making less than $250,000 a year would 
see taxes increase, he completely left 
out the fact that there are 21 new taxes 
in this bill; and these are taxes that 
are on not just the wealthy, but all 
Americans at all income levels. It’s a 
bad bill, and this is not what America 
wants. 

The whole point of the Affordable 
Care Act was to create health reform, 
which implies not just health care, but 
health prevention. After 31⁄2 years of 
this bill being out there, the Supreme 
Court said in reviewing it that it’s not 
health care; it’s a health tax. The bot-
tom line is it’s going to create people 
who have less insurance. 

Then we have to think about who 
will collect these taxes: the IRS. That’s 

the very same IRS we found out that’s 
under a criminal investigation today. 
Americans don’t want this. 

Americans are a caring, generous, 
and a charitable people. We will always 
make sure that the least fortunate 
among us are cared for. The President’s 
plan doesn’t care for the less fortunate. 
In fact, it makes us all less fortunate. 
Our vote this week is not about poli-
tics; it’s about being responsive to the 
people and adhering to the Constitu-
tion. 

We represent the people who are 
being hurt the most by the ObamaCare 
bill, and we owe it to them to relieve 
them of this burden. If we truly want 
to create jobs, the full repeal of 
ObamaCare is the first step in jump- 
starting our economy, and I’m proud 
and thankful to be able to be a part of 
the process of repealing this legislative 
disaster and replacing it with a com-
monsense health care reform. 

Mr. MESSER. I thank the gentleman 
for his comments, and I thank my col-
leagues for their stamina and patience. 

I would next like to recognize my 
good friend, the straight-talking Mem-
ber from Oklahoma (Mr. BRIDENSTINE). 

Mr. BRIDENSTINE. I’d like to thank 
the gentleman from Indiana for allow-
ing me to speak on this issue on behalf 
of my constituents. I can say very 
clearly that I support H.R. 45, 
ObamaCare repeal, and I can tell you 
why. 

Under ObamaCare, we’re looking at a 
minimum of about $500 billion in new 
taxes. We’re talking about taxes on 
pharmaceuticals and taxes on medical 
devices. We’re also talking about taxes 
on payroll, things that have nothing to 
do with medicine; taxes on the sale of 
real estate; taxes on other capital 
gains. There will be 21 new taxes, and 
$500 billion is the conservative esti-
mate. Some people say it’s going to be 
$1.1 trillion in new tax revenue. 

Guess what? It’s not enough. There’s 
also going to be $500 billion in new bor-
rowing over the first 10 years of 
ObamaCare. And it’s still not enough. 
So we’re going to rob $716 billion from 
Medicare at a time when seniors are 
finding it hard to find providers who 
are willing to accept Medicare as it is. 
This is hugely problematic for the peo-
ple in my district. 

Let’s talk about the employers. Em-
ployers are seeking ways to reduce 
their staffs below 50 people. They’re 
laying people off. No kidding. I talked 
to an employer just a few weeks ago in 
my district. He’s got 57 employees. He’s 
now trying to get down to 49. He’s also 
trying to figure out ways to make his 
staff part-time. He’s trying to get his 
staff under 29 hours so he has less than 
50 full-time equivalents, as they refer 
to them now. This is going to be a dis-
aster for the employment prospects of 
the people in my district. 

Let’s talk about how this is adminis-
tered. It’s going to be administered by 
the IRS. So everyone has to have the 
health insurance that perfectly con-
forms to what the President wants 

them to have. It used to be that there 
was a time when my wife and I had in-
surance, where we had a high deduct-
ible and a low premium. We had a little 
bit of savings. We wanted to save 
money on our premium, and so we were 
willing to accept the high deductible. 
We were willing to accept a little bit of 
risk upon ourselves to save money. 
That’s not available anymore under 
ObamaCare. All that will be enforced 
by the IRS. 

So if you have that high-deductible, 
low-premium policy, or if you have a 
policy that they call a ‘‘Cadillac plan,’’ 
you’re going to be penalized. These 
penalties have been ruled by the Su-
preme Court to be taxes, but let’s be 
clear that they are penalties for not 
conforming to what the President 
wants you to have in insurance. 

That penalty, if you don’t have the 
right health insurance, is going to be 
21⁄2 percent of your income, eventually. 
So if you make $50,000 a year, your pen-
alty is $1,250, assessed by the IRS when 
you do your taxes. Or you could pay 
the premium. If you want the com-
prehensive health care that ObamaCare 
requires you to have, that premium is 
likely to be around $7,000, or you can 
pay the penalty of $1,250. What are 
most people going to pay? They’re 
going to pay the penalty. Why? Be-
cause under ObamaCare, they can’t ex-
empt you for a preexisting condition. 
So you can pay the penalty, and then 
when you get sick you can go to the 
doctor and get the health insurance 
you need and then get healthy; and 
then when you’re healthy, you can drop 
your health insurance again. 

This creates an adverse selection. 
This is a big problem. If you want to 
see health insurance premiums sky-
rocket, let’s only insure the people who 
are sick; and that’s exactly what this 
bill does. 

Let’s talk for a second about the ex-
pansion of Medicaid under ObamaCare. 
I’m very proud of the State of Okla-
homa for not expanding Medicaid under 
ObamaCare. This is a teaser rate. This 
is a time when the Federal Government 
comes in and they say, We’re going to 
fully expand your Medicaid expansion 
up to 138 percent of the poverty line for 
the first 3 years, then we’re going to 
pull the rug out from under you. 

The State of Oklahoma is going to be 
faced with challenges. What are we 
going to cut? Maybe we’ll cut edu-
cation, maybe we’ll cut the Depart-
ment of Transportation in the State of 
Oklahoma, or maybe we’ll raise taxes. 
This is just another way for the Fed-
eral Government to addict States to a 
program that ultimately they’re going 
to pull the rug out from under the pro-
gram and the State of Oklahoma is 
going to be forced to carry this load. 
I’m very proud of Governor Mary 
Fallin for not expanding Medicaid 
under ObamaCare. 

I’d like to thank the gentleman from 
Indiana for allowing me to express my 
views. I fully support H.R. 45, the re-
peal of ObamaCare. 
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Mr. MESSER. I thank the gentleman 

for his remarks. 
Mr. Speaker, I’d like to inquire as to 

the amount of time we have left. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman has approximately 30 minutes 
remaining. 

Mr. MESSER. Great. We’re right on 
pace. 

I would next like to recognize my 
good friend, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS). 

Mr. ROTHFUS. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding and for organizing 
this important discussion with our 
freshman colleagues. 

President Obama made big promises 
while pushing his health care law 
through the House and Senate. He 
promised the American people that it 
could create jobs, that it could increase 
access to health care, that it would 
promote economic growth, that it 
wouldn’t add to the deficit, that it 
would not raise taxes on the middle 
class. He promised that if you like your 
health care plan, you could keep it. He 
said that it would lower the cost of pre-
miums. He said that it would strength-
en Medicare. 

b 2000 

Three years later, President Obama’s 
health care law has proven to be a 
string of empty and broken promises. 
We are seeing premiums rise. One busi-
ness in my district that employs 13 
workers expects a 26 percent increase 
in its premiums, totaling more than 
$30,000. That’s $30,000 that cannot go to 
increasing wages for workers. Another 
company in my district with 17 em-
ployees expects a 19 percent premium 
increase with an annual cost of more 
than $20,000. Companies are being 
forced to change their health plans and 
pay more for them. Some companies 
may even drop their plans and put 
their employees in the ObamaCare ex-
changes. That means they’re not keep-
ing their plans. That’s a broken prom-
ise. 

ObamaCare is also raising taxes on 
the middle class. The Supreme Court 
made that clear. 

One little known tax in ObamaCare is 
a medical device tax. This is a tax on 
the middle class because it is going to 
be passed directly to the consumers. 
Pennsylvania has the fourth largest 
medical device industry in the Nation. 
The medical device tax threatens 
health care businesses and innovators, 
like ZOLL Medical Corporation in my 
district, that supports 600 good-paying 
jobs. 

ObamaCare does not strengthen 
Medicare. It cuts $716 billion from the 
program and creates the Independent 
Payment Advisory Board, also known 
as IPAB, which puts unelected bureau-
crats in between seniors and their doc-
tors. 

President Obama’s health care law is 
causing folks to lose their health plans; 
it’s raising taxes; it’s hurting Medi-
care; it’s increasing the deficit; and it 
won’t bring universal coverage. More 

than 30 million people will still be un-
insured in 10 years. The fact remains 
that 3 years later, President Obama’s 
health care law is a trillion-dollar 
string of broken promises. It’s dam-
aging our families, seniors, hard-
working Americans and their health 
care. It’s killing jobs, and it’s violating 
the First Amendment rights of people 
of faith. 

It’s a small wonder that even some of 
the authors of this misguided health 
care law are now calling it a train 
wreck. The American people deserve 
better. This law should be repealed. 
Then all Members of Congress should 
sit down and do their jobs to craft com-
monsense, patient-centered reforms 
that reduce costs, preserve Medicare, 
and increase access to all Americans. 

Mr. MESSER. I thank the gentleman 
for his comments. 

I would like to talk right now about 
ObamaCare broken promise number 
two. The President promised: 

I will not sign a plan that adds one dime to 
our deficits, either now or in the future. 

The truth: ObamaCare will end up 
adding, according to a GAO report, 
more than $6.2 trillion to the debt over 
the long run. 

I would next like to yield to my good 
friend, the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. BENTIVOLIO). 

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. I thank the gen-
tleman from Indiana very much. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to talk 
about the unaffordable health care act. 
I’ll admit it: I’m standing here because 
of it. The unaffordable health care act 
is what made me realize that Wash-
ington was out of control and run 
amuck. It made me realize that the 
people of this great country needed a 
voice. Whenever I think of the pro-
ceedings that gave us this massive 
health care law, the words ‘‘we must 
pass the bill to find out what’s in the 
bill’’ ring in my ear. It makes me 
cringe. 

My friends on the other side of the 
aisle are good people. They passed the 
bill because their leadership assured 
them that it was good law. I don’t 
think they purposely wanted to harm 
the country. We now know what’s in 
the bill, and it’s not good. I’m con-
fident that my friends wouldn’t have 
voted in favor of ObamaCare had they 
known that the bill empowered the IRS 
to bully people about their health in-
surance or that the new law created a 
rationing board to decide who gets 
treatment and who doesn’t. Had the 
bill been read, I don’t think it would 
have passed. 

On top of repealing this law, we must 
reform how business gets done in the 
Capitol. That’s why I’ve introduced the 
Read the Bills Act. The law is easy to 
understand: before we pass laws which 
will impact millions of hardworking 
Americans, Congress must read the 
bill. This is the kind of bill that will 
help restore the faith in Congress of 
those who send us here to represent 
them. Let’s get rid of the notion that 
we have to pass bills to find out what’s 

in them. Please join me in repealing 
ObamaCare and supporting the Read 
the Bills Act. 

Mr. MESSER. I thank the good gen-
tleman for his comments. 

Next I yield to my very good friend 
from the great State of Georgia (Mr. 
COLLINS). 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. I appre-
ciate the gentleman yielding to me. 

This has been a great time tonight. It 
is a great time in the sense that we get 
to stand here and explain to the Amer-
ican people what they were not ex-
plained to a few years ago. It’s a good 
time to explain to them what they 
were sold as being something good and 
something that was going to help in 
health care, and remember this bill 
says ‘‘health care’’ in its title. But the 
truth of the matter is it’s not about 
health care, Mr. Speaker; it’s about 
control. It’s about who’s going to con-
trol health care, who’s going to control 
what our government is getting into 
and what our government should stay 
out of. 

I fully support voting this week to 
repeal ObamaCare and moving forward 
with an agenda that promotes jobs, 
that creates better opportunities, be-
cause you see what is happening to-
night, as my good colleagues have 
stood here: they’ve talked about the 
problems with business; they’ve talked 
about the problems with taxes; they’ve 
talked about the broken promises. My 
colleague has spoken of the broken 
promise of keeping your own health 
care, of it not adding to the debt, all of 
which are lies, things that are not true 
that were not talked about on this 
House floor just a few years ago. 

So my problem is let’s be honest. 
Let’s talk about what it does do. It be-
gins to make a regulatory framework 
that is amazing. It wasn’t a matter if 
you read the bill. It didn’t matter if 
you read the bill in 2009 because you 
wouldn’t have known what’s in it be-
cause at the end of almost every para-
graph it would say, oh, by the way, 
we’re going to let this agency promul-
gate the rules and regulations. You 
could have read every page and you’d 
have just known that more bureaucrats 
were going to tell you what health care 
was going to be like. Twenty thousand 
pages of regulations are already on the 
books, 828 pages in one day. We’re pay-
ing a lot of folks to do a lot of regula-
tion writing. We’re paying a lot of 
folks to take away the basic rights 
that we’re looking at. 

You see, you can make an argument 
this is not about health care, this is 
about broadening regulatory authority 
at HHS and at IRS. Oh, wait, IRS. Any 
thoughts this week about letting them 
be the regulators of who’s paying and 
who’s not paying in our health care 
system? Excuse me, we’re having trou-
ble dealing with what their job is. We 
don’t need them in health care. We’ve 
got bigger problems here. 

But when broken promises come 
about, we have to remember—what has 
disturbed me the most about this 
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whole debate tonight is we’ve heard 
about businesses; we’ve heard about 
taxes; we’ve heard about some broken 
promises; but what we’ve not heard 
about is health care. We’ve not really 
heard about health care in a doctor and 
patient. As a doctor told me the other 
day, he said, Just let me practice medi-
cine, which is all I want to do. 

You see, it’s time we talked about 
health care because this law, instead of 
helping those who need help, it kicks 
them off insurance and makes people 
pay more and does all of the things 
that it was promised not to do. 

Doctors are getting out, and new doc-
tors are not going in. And you know 
who’s lost? I can see it right now. The 
picture I have in my mind is those 
waiting in the waiting room waiting to 
see a doctor who need health care, and 
this law simply leaves them waiting. 

Let’s don’t do that. Let’s repeal this 
law. Let’s get on with the real business 
of this House. 

I appreciate the gentleman yielding 
me this time. 

Mr. MESSER. I appreciate the gen-
tleman’s remarks. 

I yield to my good friend from Mon-
tana (Mr. DAINES). 

Mr. DAINES. I thank my good friend 
from Indiana, Congressman LUKE 
MESSER, for organizing this Special 
Order in preparation for Thursday’s 
vote to repeal the President’s health 
care law. 

Earlier today I emailed my constitu-
ents a quick survey back home in Mon-
tana with one simple question: Do you 
support efforts to repeal President 
Obama’s health care law? 

We’ve seen already overwhelming re-
sponse to our office here tonight from 
Montanans across our State, combined 
with letters, emails, the phone calls 
we’ve received, by three to one, Mon-
tanans want to repeal ObamaCare. 

b 2010 

Last week I had a tele-townhall 
meeting so I could hear from the people 
of Montana about the issues that mat-
ter most to them. The last question I 
was asked at the very end of this hour- 
long tele-townhall was from a woman 
from Florence, Montana, a small town 
on the western side of our State. 

She shared her heartfelt concerns 
about the health care law and how it 
was going to affect her small business. 
Between the costly new rules and regu-
lations and rising health insurance pre-
miums, she didn’t know how she would 
be able to follow the law and keep her 
business afloat. 

And these challenges aren’t unique to 
this one small business owner from 
Montana. Families and small busi-
nesses across America are struggling 
under President Obama’s health care 
overhaul. 

Rather than providing real solutions 
to increase access to affordable care, 
ObamaCare is driving costs up, it’s 
hurting small businesses, it’s raising 
taxes on Americans by more than $1 
trillion over the next decade and, ulti-

mately, puts the government directly 
between patients and their doctors. 

This law also hurts our seniors and 
their access to health care. The Presi-
dent’s health care law took more than 
$700 billion out of Medicare to pay for 
new ObamaCare spending, and estab-
lishes IPAB, this unaccountable, 
unelected board of bureaucrats empow-
ered to further undermine seniors’ ac-
cess to medical care. 

And following this week’s troubling 
news from the IRS, it makes it very 
clear that the IRS should not be in 
charge of enforcing ObamaCare’s core 
provisions. We need to repeal 
ObamaCare to strip them of this au-
thority. 

Furthermore, the President’s health 
care overhaul sets in motion serious 
violations of America’s religious free-
doms. Under ObamaCare, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
has mandated health care coverage of 
products and services to which some 
Americans are morally opposed. Under 
this mandate, religious institutions 
and employers, as well as health care 
providers who hold religious and moral 
convictions, are stripped of their reli-
gious freedoms. 

This is a clear violation of Ameri-
cans’ First Amendment rights, and it is 
of critical importance that the reli-
gious and moral convictions held by 
many Americans are protected. 

That’s why I recently joined more 
than 90 of my colleagues here in the 
House in calling for the upcoming 
House appropriations proposals to con-
tain full protections for Americans’ re-
ligious liberties and conscience rights 
by including provisions found in the 
Health Care Conscience Rights Act, 
which I helped introduce in March. 

But we must continue fighting to re-
peal this failed law in its entirety. We 
know that our health care system is 
complex; it has major problems that 
need to be addressed. But ObamaCare 
only makes the matters worse. 

The President’s health care law takes 
us in the wrong direction. At the end of 
the day, it will result in higher costs, 
higher premiums, and force millions of 
Americans to lose the coverage they 
currently have. 

And let’s just remember something 
from 3 years ago. Remember in March 
of 2010, when ObamaCare passed the 
House, there was nothing bipartisan 
about ObamaCare. There was bipar-
tisan opposition. In fact, 34 Democrats 
joined 178 Republicans in opposing 
ObamaCare, but not one single Repub-
lican voted for this. There’s nothing bi-
partisan about it, other than bipar-
tisan opposition. 

I will vote to repeal this law on 
Thursday. I will continue to work with 
my colleagues in support of better, 
more effective solutions that give 
Americans the quality, affordable care 
they deserve. 

Mr. MESSER. I thank the gentleman 
for his remarks. 

I’ll talk to you briefly about broken 
promise number three. The President 

promised that ‘‘coupled with com-
prehensive reform, our bill could save 
families $2,500 in the coming years.’’ 

The truth? Just the opposite has hap-
pened. The average family premium 
has grown by more than $3,000 since 
2008. In Indiana, residents are expected 
to face some of the highest health care 
insurance cost increases in the Nation, 
amounting to more than 60 percent for 
many and as high as 100 percent for 
some. 

I next would like to recognize my 
good colleague, a man who’s shown the 
patience of Job this evening as he’s 
waited with great stamina, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. HOLD-
ING). 

Mr. HOLDING. Thank you to my 
friend from Evansville, Indiana (Mr. 
MESSER) for the time. 

Mr. Speaker, few things in life are 
more personal than health care, the 
care we receive as individuals, the 
treatment our children receive, the 
treatment our friends and our loved 
ones receive. 

And beginning next year, Mr. Speak-
er, the government will dominate this 
personal arena. Dismantling this failed 
attempt at health care reform needs to 
be a priority of this Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, time and time again I 
hear from the medical professionals in 
my district, those who have dedicated 
their lives to serving others, about the 
uncertainty ObamaCare is causing 
them. What regulations and rules are 
going to come down from HHS and step 
in between the care that these medical 
professionals provide their patients? 

What treatments will they be able to 
provide? 

How many hoops are they going to 
have to jump through to get the proce-
dures and tests that their patients 
need? 

How many hoops will they have to go 
through to get approved? 

Mr. Speaker, ObamaCare has also 
harmed small business in all sorts of 
unimaginable ways. Small businesses 
are what drive this Nation’s economy, 
through innovation and good old-fash-
ioned sweat equity. They are a testa-
ment to what built this country and 
made it great. 

But this law, Mr. Speaker, is causing 
many of them to make tough decisions, 
tough decisions about whether they 
can go out and hire that additional 
worker or employee; tough decisions on 
if they can invest in growth as they try 
to grow their company, and what other 
long-term impacts ObamaCare is going 
to have on their business. 

Many small businesses are strug-
gling, and this law will only make 
things worse. We have heard here to-
night about employers considering 
dropping coverage altogether because 
of the uncertainty. 

Providing health care benefits has 
served as a sense of pride for small 
business owners, and has always been a 
means by which small business owners 
have been able to recruit and retain 
the best talent. This talent is what 
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helps them be successful but, unfortu-
nately, under ObamaCare, providing 
health care is not going to be some-
thing that many small businesses do. 

Two years ago, Mr. Speaker, the Con-
gress repealed the misguided 1099 re-
porting requirement that was included 
in ObamaCare. It was there to gin up 
revenue. In this Congress I’m hopeful 
we can repeal the medical device tax, 
and I’ve cosponsored a bill to do just 
that, one that enjoys overwhelming bi-
partisan support, bipartisan support 
that is similar to the support shared 
for many of the misguided provisions of 
ObamaCare and the wish to get in 
there and repeal them and rein them 
back in. 

Anyone who reads or watches the 
news knows that the Affordable Care 
Act, which, Mr. Speaker, probably 
should have been named the 
Unaffordable Care Act, as Mr. 
BENTIVOLIO said earlier this evening, is 
costing more and more money just to 
get it up and running. Costs have 
ballooned, and the law hasn’t even been 
fully implemented yet or nearly imple-
mented yet. 

State exchanges are requesting more 
and more Federal dollars, which has 
sent the administration scrambling to 
pull dollars out of the so-called Preven-
tion Fund. 

Mr. Speaker, the CBO estimates that 
ObamaCare may now cost twice as 
much as originally promised, at a 
pricetag of $1.88 trillion through 2022. 

Mr. Speaker, we haven’t even 
touched on what will, without a doubt, 
impact individuals and families the 
most: the cost of their premiums. This 
is what American families are the most 
concerned about. Since 2008, families 
have seen their premiums grow by over 
$3,000, and the new report by the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee, 
based upon actual industry numbers, 
suggests that rates may go up any-
where from 47 percent to 400 percent. 

Mr. Speaker, this law needs to be re-
pealed immediately so patient-oriented 
reforms can be enacted that protect 
American jobs and actually deliver on 
the promise of affordable health care 
to individuals and families. 

Mr. MESSER. I thank the gentleman 
for his remarks. 

I would like to speak briefly about 
broken ObamaCare promise number 
four. The President promised ‘‘Under 
my plan, no family making less than 
$250,000 a year will see their taxes in-
crease.’’ The truth? Taxes have gone up 
for many, and not just the well-off. 

The Joint Committee on Taxation 
has issued a report detailing 21 new or 
higher taxes that will cost taxpayers 
more than $1 trillion. Indiana, which 
has a medical device industry that em-
ploys 20,000 Hoosiers, with a payroll ex-
ceeding $1 billion, would be devastated 
by ObamaCare’s $20 billion tax on med-
ical devices. 

I would next like to recognize my 
good friend from Indiana—I appreciate 
her leadership on this topic—Mrs. 
WALORSKI. 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Thank you to my 
good friend and my colleague from In-
diana, Representative MESSER, for or-
ganizing this Special Order tonight. 

It has been, Representative MESSER, 
over 3 years since ObamaCare was 
signed into law. In a recent Senate Fi-
nance Committee hearing, Senator 
MAX BAUCUS told Health and Human 
Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 
that he now sees this bill as ‘‘a huge 
train wreck.’’ I couldn’t agree more. 
ObamaCare is a huge train wreck. 

A few weeks ago I held roundtable 
discussions in many of the Chambers of 
Commerce in my area, in each county 
in my district. I sat down with a wide 
spectrum of industries, ranging from 
agriculture to manufacturing. 

b 2020 

The prominent topic of each discus-
sion was ObamaCare and the uncer-
tainty it creates for Hoosier businesses 
that cannot afford the overwhelming 
taxes and employer mandates. From 
longtime small businessowners to as-
piring start-up companies, employers 
agree that ObamaCare is largely re-
sponsible for smothering economic de-
velopment. If the President and Mem-
bers of Congress were truly listening to 
the American people’s opinion of this 
law, they would see the writing on the 
wall: we must repeal ObamaCare. 

The State of Indiana is proud to be a 
global leader in the medical device in-
dustry that my colleague just spoke of. 
However, ObamaCare is forcing a 2.3 
percent tax on medical device manu-
facturing. This tax affects the ortho-
pedic industry, causing rises in costs 
for seniors, veterans, and patients in 
need. 

On the 3-year anniversary of 
ObamaCare, I met with Complexus 
Medical in Mishawaka, an emerging 
leader in orthopedic instrument manu-
facturing in the Second District. I was 
told that this tax will stifle innovation 
and could force companies to consider 
overseas supply chains. 

The medical device tax is of great 
concern also for our veterans. That’s 
why I sent a letter, along with my col-
leagues from Indiana, to the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs asking how this tax 
will impact veterans care. After the 
sacrifice and fearless bravery dem-
onstrated by our troops and our vet-
erans, it is unacceptable for them to 
worry about their access to quality 
care. 

And it gets worse. Just this week, we 
learned more shocking news when the 
IRS admitted they’re targeting certain 
groups of people, a practice that is 
completely unlawful, unethical, and 
downright shameful. Their willful ac-
tions to defy transparency have al-
ready qualified the IRS for a com-
prehensive congressional investigation, 
with at least two hearings scheduled in 
the House in the coming weeks. 

But let’s not forget, the IRS is set to 
play a major role in ObamaCare from 
enforcing the individual mandate to 
distributing tax credits. If the IRS can-

not operate under the light of trans-
parency today with their current du-
ties, I am deeply concerned that fur-
ther responsibilities with sensitive in-
formation and controversial policies 
are a recipe for disaster. 

This bill, ladies and gentlemen, is 
spiraling out of control. It’s time for 
Washington to heed the overwhelming 
evidence and wipe the slate clean to 
show the American people that we are 
listening. Now, more than ever, the 
President and the Congress must re-
store transparency at the Federal 
level. I support the full repeal of 
ObamaCare and urge my colleagues to 
do the same. 

Mr. MESSER. I thank the gentlelady 
for her remarks. As many other speak-
ers have said tonight, ObamaCare is 
Big Government at its worst. 

Federal agencies have recently re-
ported that it will take them almost 
190 million additional man hours per 
year for employers, families, and 
health care providers to comply with 
its onerous implementation regula-
tions. That’s nearly 95,000 new, full- 
time employees just to do ObamaCare 
paperwork. 

Now I’d like to recognize our final 
speaker of the night, one of the hardest 
working Members I know in this Cham-
ber. I appreciate your stamina and per-
sistence for being here, the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. BARR). 

Mr. BARR. Well, I want to thank the 
gentleman, my friend from Indiana, for 
his courtesy and for his leadership on 
this very important issue. I join my 
colleague in supporting H.R. 45, the full 
repeal of ObamaCare. 

Mr. Speaker, it is true, you’ve heard 
from the other Members here this 
evening, you’ve heard about the impor-
tance of repealing ObamaCare because 
it is legislation that is full of broken 
promises. We know that the signature 
promise of this legislation was that if 
you like your current health insurance, 
you can keep it. We know now that 7 
million people will lose their employer- 
sponsored health insurance at least, 
which is nearly double the previous es-
timate of 4 million. 

We heard about savings. Remember, 
this was titled the ‘‘Affordable Care 
Act,’’ but in 2013, the Congressional 
Budget Office projection tags the total 
cost at $1.88 trillion. Premiums—pre-
miums are not decreasing; premiums 
are going up. The average family pre-
mium has grown over $3,000 since the 
passage of ObamaCare. Individuals 
earning as little as $25,000 will pay 
more for insurance because of 
ObamaCare. And 1.1 trillion in new 
taxes and jobs. This legislation was 
supposed to create 400,000 jobs imme-
diately. Speaker PELOSI promised that 
ObamaCare would create 4 million jobs. 
Well, Mr. Speaker, small employers in 
Kentucky and central Kentucky tell 
me that ObamaCare is the principal 
reason that they’re not hiring. 

According to a study by the National 
Federation of Independent Business, 
the employer mandate like the one in-
cluded in ObamaCare could eliminate 
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an additional 1.6 million jobs by 2014. 
ObamaCare is creating an environment 
in which employers are incentivized to 
reduce hours for their employees to go 
to part-time work. The supporters of 
ObamaCare are supporting a part-time 
work economy. We need a full-time 
work economy, and that’s why we need 
to repeal ObamaCare. 

It increases the Federal deficit. Ac-
cording to a January GAO report, 
ObamaCare will add 6.2 trillion to the 
deficit over the next 75 years. But, Mr. 
Speaker, I want to conclude with the 
story that illustrates why this really 
matters. 

There’s a lot of statistics about jobs 
and the economy and increased pre-
miums and costs, but the real signa-
ture failure of this legislation is that it 
hurts patients, that it deprives the 
American people of the benefits of 
medical innovation. A hospital admin-
istrator told me in central Kentucky 
that we used to take care of patients, 
but we now take care of paper. Medical 
innovation is central to America’s fu-
ture economic growth and to delivering 
new lifesaving medical devices to pa-
tients. But the new medical device tax 
included in ObamaCare, which imposes 
a 2.3 percent tax on medical device 
manufacturers, punishes medical inno-
vation and prevents quality health 
care. 

Families around the country know 
this all too well. In my own family, we 
saw this up close. Christmas Day 2012 
could have been one of the worst days 
of our lives. Fortunately, it was the 
best day of our lives. 

It happened when my mother called 
me that morning on Christmas morn-
ing and said, Andy, your father has had 
a fainting spell. I said, can I talk to 
him? So she got him on the phone. I 
said, Dad, how are you doing? He said, 
I need to drink a glass of water. I said, 
Well, stop drinking any more coffee. 
Calm down and give me a call if any-
thing happens. 

I got another call an hour later. This 
time, it was from my mother again. 
She said they were in the emergency 
room. My father had passed out a sec-
ond time. So I rushed to the emergency 
room. I was greeted by the ER doctor. 
I said, What’s going on, Doctor? He 
said, Well, we did an EKG, and here are 
the results. He showed me a flat line. 
He said, your father’s heart is slowing 
down. I said, Doctor, what are we going 
to do about that? He said, Well, fortu-
nately, we can put a pacemaker in your 
father. 

An electrophysiologist came down to 
the ER, and he reassured us. He said, 
We can put a pacemaker in your father, 
and we can make him better. So he 
went in to get that pacemaker surgery. 
When he came out, he was recovering, 
and his life was saved because of that 
pacemaker technology. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people, 
American families depend on the inno-
vative, unbelievable technology that 
American entrepreneurship has cre-
ated. But ObamaCare punishes that. 

And if it wasn’t for that kind of med-
ical innovation and technology, my fa-
ther wouldn’t be here today. 

So I stand opposed to ObamaCare for 
all the reasons we’ve talked about here 
tonight, but, most importantly, be-
cause I credit the American free enter-
prise system for saving lives, and 
ObamaCare rolls that back. I certainly 
appreciate the leadership of the gen-
tleman from Indiana for discussing the 
importance of this issue and the future 
of high-quality, innovative health care 
in America in the future. 

Mr. MESSER. I thank the gentleman 
for his moving remarks. I thank all my 
colleagues for their remarks today. 
We’re going to vote this week on re-
pealing ObamaCare. That vote is more 
than symbolism. ObamaCare is wreck-
ing this economy. ObamaCare is ter-
rible for patient outcomes, and it needs 
to be repealed. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

b 2030 

MAKE IT IN AMERICA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

PERRY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I had 
intended to talk about this subject, re-
building the American manufacturing 
sector, and I will. But I just heard the 
most remarkable 1-hour debate in my 
life—not a debate, but a whole slew of 
accusations and incorrect facts. I guess 
a fact shouldn’t be incorrect. But I’ve 
never heard such gobbledygook and 
misstatements in my entire life. 

The last one—I’m absolutely de-
lighted the gentleman’s father is 
healthy, but to think that a 2 percent 
tax on medical devices is somehow 
going to stop medical technology when 
those devices are extraordinarily prof-
itable to these companies is just lu-
nacy. I know nobody likes to pay taxes, 
and certainly the manufacturers of 
those devices don’t want to have to pay 
a 2 percent tax. But come on, you 
think that’s going to stop medical 
technology from advancing when 
there’s so much profit in it? I don’t 
think so. 

Okay. Thirty-seven times now, 37 
times this week the Republican major-
ity is going to repeal the Affordable 
Health Care Act—37 times—when 
Americans are already benefiting from 
the Affordable Care Act. Is it that my 
friends who spoke here for the last 
hour want to tell every 22-year-old or 
21-year-old in the entire Nation that 
they can no longer stay on their par-
ents’ health insurance? Because that’s 
exactly what the repeal would do. 
Those young men and women who are 
counting on being able to have health 
insurance—no, repeal ends that part of 
the Affordable Health Care Act. 

Are they to go out and tell 40 million 
Americans that they’re not going to 

have health insurance at all? That’s 
what the repeal of the Affordable 
Health Care Act will do, 40 million 
Americans. Are they to say that some-
how this is costing more money to 
have an insurance policy where you 
can stay healthy, where you can get 
care before it becomes a crisis and wind 
up in an emergency room, that that’s 
going to be cheaper when you repeal 
the Affordable Health Care Act? Send-
ing people to the emergency room is 
going to be cheaper? What planet are 
you from? That’s not the way it is. The 
most expensive care in the world is the 
emergency room, where somebody does 
not have the continuity of care that an 
insurance policy provides for them. 

Or maybe they want to discriminate 
against women as existed before the 
Affordable Health Care Act. Every 
woman in this Nation faced insurance 
discrimination, but the Affordable 
Health Care Act ends that discrimina-
tion. 

And how many families out there, 
how many families out across America 
have a member of that family—or 
maybe many members of that family— 
that have some preexisting condition— 
high blood pressure, onset of diabetes, 
maybe some incident in their past? I 
will tell you, I was the insurance com-
missioner in California for 8 years, and 
I know exactly what the health insur-
ance companies will do if the provi-
sions that prevent insurance discrimi-
nations are eliminated with the bill 
that these gentlemen and ladies intend 
to take up later this week. 

Insurance discrimination has harmed 
millions upon millions of Americans— 
many of whom came to me as insur-
ance commissioner in California plead-
ing for some justice in their insurance 
program. Justice was to be found at 
least in California because I knew that 
the insurance companies had an obliga-
tion and they had a contract. But you 
eliminate the Affordable Health Care 
Act and you’ll see insurance discrimi-
nation reemerge in the United States 
in a way that will harm millions upon 
millions of Americans because they 
will not be able to get insurance. And 
if they did, they will have to pay far 
more simply because they are a 
woman. 

Thirty-seven times. Thirty-seven 
times you’ve attempted to repeal the 
Affordable Health Care Act. 

Seniors—every senior in this Nation 
that’s on Medicare is able to get a free 
annual checkup. And ladies and gentle-
men, you need to understand in your 
arguments that that free, affordable 
annual checkup has reduced the cost of 
medical care in Medicare programs. 
And the inflation rate in Medicare has 
come down since the Affordable Care 
Act has gone into effect. 

The statistics you toss around about 
the extraordinary cost, you need to un-
derstand that we have been plagued by 
health care insurance inflation for dec-
ades. The Affordable Health Care Act 
has built into it the very first oppor-
tunity this Nation has had nationwide 
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